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., and led to the oil work and mineral fields finally
3oming the property of a limited liability company
ich was floated in the year 1869.
Dougal and Brothers' oil work was also started in
.s year, near Blackburn House, Blackburn, Linlithgow-
re. The work might have been in operation to this
y had the supply of shale held out, but, as it was, the
3ply of that commodity only fed the thirty retorts
two to three months, and, after spending 8000/. in
xuitless search for more shale, their retorts to the
ery " How's the oil business ? " were cold indeed.
Simpson started a work at Benhar in this year, and
was in operation until about 1874, when it became
' property of a limited liability company floated by
apson; but before the company had a chance to get
rted they found the capital had all been absorbed.
In 1861 five new works sprang into existence, some
which only lived for a year, and some for eight
nine years. The longest-lived was the Harthill Oil
)rk, owned by Paul and Grey, who had a ready
per for their crude oil in the Inverkeithing Oil Works
oapany, when the latter started refining in 1864.
In 1862 seven more works were started, of which
5 West Calder Oil Company's (alao known as Fell's)
>rk, situated about half a mile from West Calder
lage, was the most important. This work was
ginally intended for the crude oil business only,
} after a few years of prosperity, the company
nched out into the refining business also. This
ve was the principal cause of the downfall of the
npany, because the market value of finished products